
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Stellar Syntax Expedition: Navigating 8th Grade Irregular 
Verbs

How do cosmic shifts in language affect the way we communicate? Synthesize complex past participle forms 
and correct structural inconsistencies in this linguistic odyssey.

1. In a formal scientific report regarding a deep-sea discovery, which sentence demonstrates the 
correct use of the past participle?

Answer: C) The divers had undergone rigorous training before attempting the descent.

The past participle of 'undergo' is 'undergone'. 'Sank' is the simple past (should be 'sunken/sunk'), 'arose' is the simple 
past (should be 'arisen'), and 'withstanded' is incorrect (should be 'withstood').

2. Identify the correct verb forms to complete this historical narrative: 'After the treaty was ______, the 
citizens ______ to the streets to celebrate.'

Answer: B) borne / fled

'Borne' is the past participle of 'bear' (to carry/sustain), and 'fled' is the past tense of 'flee'. 'Born' is used specifically 
for birth.

3. The verb 'forbear' follows the same irregular conjugation pattern as the verb 'wear' (forebore/fore-
borne).

Answer: A) True

Both 'wear' and 'forbear' undergo a vowel change to -ore in the past (wore, forbore) and -orn/-orne in the past 
participle (worn, foreborne).

4. Which of these sentences contains a grammatical error involving an irregular verb used in the 
subjunctive mood?

Answer: C) It is essential that she has spoke clearly during the hearing.

In the subjunctive mood following 'it is essential that', the present subjunctive form is required. Using the past 
participle 'has spoke' is incorrect; it should be 'speak' (present subjunctive) or 'have spoken' (present perfect).

5. Select the correct sequence of verbs: 'The candle's wick ______ brightly until the wind ______ the flame 
out.'
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Answer: C) shone / blew

'Shone' is the past tense of 'shine' when referring to light (shined is used for polishing). 'Blew' is the standard past 
tense of 'blow'.

6. In the sentence 'The garment was woven by hand,' the word 'woven' is the correctly used past 
participle of 'weave.'

Answer: A) True

'Weave' conjugates as weave/wove/woven. In the passive voice construction shown, the past participle 'woven' is 
correct.

7. Evaluate the following sentence: 'The protagonist had sought wisdom from the elders, but his pride 
has became his downfall.' What is the error?

Answer: B) 'Has became' incorrectly uses the past tense instead of the past participle.

The verb 'become' conjugates as become/became/become. The past participle is 'become,' so the sentence should 
read 'has become'.

8. Which phrase correctly completes the text: 'The architect has ______ a design that has ______ expecta-
tions.'

Answer: B) drawn / outstripped

'Drawn' is the past participle of 'draw'. 'Outstripped' is the past participle of 'outstrip'; while it follows a more regular 
pattern, it is often confused with irregular forms like 'kept' or 'crept'.

9. Which of these verbs is considered 'weak' or regular in its standard past tense, often mistakenly 
categorized as irregular by students?

Answer: D) Bake

'Bake' (baked) is a regular verb. 'Slink' (slunk), 'Thrive' (throve/thrived), and 'Chide' (chid/chidden) all have accepted 
irregular forms.

10. The past tense of 'tread' is 'trod' and the past participle is 'trodden'.

Answer: A) True

Tread/trod/trodden is a standard irregular pattern involving both a vowel change and the addition of '-en' for the 
participle.
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