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Answer Key: Crack the Code of Complicated Characters: Senior Seminar
Quiz

Scrutinize the unspoken subtext and psychological shifts of protagonists. Students will engage in high-level
synthesis to determine how motivation drives narrative resolution.

1. When a character's internal desires directly conflict with their societal obligations, creating a ‘double
bind," which literary element is being most aggressively developed?

Answer: B) Psychological complexity

Internal conflict versus external pressure is a hallmark of psychological complexity, forcing the character to make
difficult choices that reveal their true nature.

2. Which term best describes a character who serves as a contrast to the protagonist, thereby high-
lighting specific traits of the main character?

Answer: B) Foil

A foil is specifically designed to highlight the protagonist's qualities through contrast, whereas an antagonist simply
provides the primary opposition.

3. In advanced literary analysis, a character who undergoes a significant internal change in response
to the plot's conflict is known as a character.

Answer: A) Dynamic

Dynamic characters are defined by their capacity for change and evolution throughout the narrative arc.

4. True or False: An anti-hero is defined solely by their villainous actions and lack of any redeeming
qualities.

Answer: B) False

An anti-hero typically possesses a mix of heroic and non-heroic traits, often operating with ambiguous or self-serving
motives rather than pure villainy.

5. When analyzing a character through a psychoanalytic lens, a critic would be most interested in which
of the following?

Answer: C) Unconscious motivations and childhood traumas
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Psychoanalytic criticism focuses on the id, ego, and superego, prioritizing internal drives and past experiences as
keys to behavior.

6. The literary device where the author reveals a character's traits through their speech, actions, and
appearance—rather than stating them directly—is characterization.

Answer: C) Indirect

Indirect characterization requires the reader to infer traits based on observations of behavior and dialogue (STEAL:
Speech, Thoughts, Effect on others, Actions, Looks).

7. True or False: A 'Round’ character can also be a 'Static' character if they are complex but do not
change by the end of the story.

Answer: A) True

Complexity (Roundness) and Change (Dynamism) are distinct scales; a character can be highly nuanced but remain
steadfast in their beliefs, making them both round and static.

8.In a'Coming of Age' or Bildungsroman narrative, the protagonist's character arc is primarily defined
by the transition from

Answer: C) Innocence to experience

The core of the Bildungsroman is the moral or psychological growth of the protagonist, traditionally framed as a loss
of innocence and the gaining of adult experience.

9.A is a recurring character type, such as the 'Wise Mentor' or the 'Scapegoat,’ that represents
universal patterns of human nature.

Answer: B) Archetype

Archetypes are universal symbols or character patterns that recur across different cultures and time periods.

10. Which element of 'STEAL' characterization is being utilized when a reader learns about a character
by observing how other people in the story react to them?

Answer: C) Effect on others

The'E'in STEAL stands for 'Effect on others,' which provides indirect insightinto a character's social power, personality,
or intimidating nature.
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