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Lexical Nuance and Phonetic Pitfalls: A 10th Grade Vocabulary Quiz

Sophomores analyze semantic shifts and orthographic distinctions to refine their rhetorical precision and 
move beyond basic word associations in complex texts.

1. In a legal context, a 'statute' is a written law passed by a legislative body. Which of the following is 
the most precise synonym that maintains the formal register of a courtroom?

A. Suggestion
B. Ordinance
C. Habit
D. Custom

2. The diplomat’s speech was intended to ____ the tension, but her choice of words only served to 
exacerbate the conflict. Identify the appropriate antonym for 'exacerbate' to complete the contrast.

A. Agitate
B. Irritate
C. Ameliorate
D. Provoke

3. True or False: The words 'discrete' (meaning individually separate and distinct) and 'discreet' (mean-
ing careful and circumspect in one's speech or actions) are homophones.

A. True
B. False

4. Choose the correct homophone to complete this sentence involving financial terminology: 'The 
investment firm decided to ____ all of its assets before the market crashed.'

A. Seal
B. Ceil
C. Sell
D. Cell

5. Which word is an antonym for 'altruistic' when describing a character's motivations in a literary 
analysis?

A. Benevolent
B. Magnanimous
C. Egocentric
D. Philanthropic

6. Which word pair functions as a 'near-synonym' but carries a much more negative connotation?
A. Inquisitive / Prying
B. Determined / Resolute
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C. Economical / Thrifty
D. Candid / Honest

7. True or False: 'Malign' and 'Benign' are antonyms often used in medical or character descriptions to 
indicate harmful vs. harmless natures.

A. True
B. False

8. Identify the homophone that correctly describes a piece of stationary equipment used for exercise: 
'He preferred the ____ bike over the outdoor trail.'

A. Stationary
B. Stationery
C. Statiunary
D. Stationarry

9. Find the word that is a synonym for 'Ethereal' in the context of describing a delicate, ghostly scene 
in a novel.

A. Tangible
B. Substantial
C. Celestial
D. Mundane

10. True or False: In 10th-grade Rhetoric, a synonym always remains interchangeable regardless of the 
sentence's emotional tone.

A. True
B. False
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