
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Lexical Nuance and Phonetic Pitfalls: A 10th Grade Vocab-
ulary Quiz

Sophomores analyze semantic shifts and orthographic distinctions to refine their rhetorical precision and 
move beyond basic word associations in complex texts.

1. In a legal context, a 'statute' is a written law passed by a legislative body. Which of the following is 
the most precise synonym that maintains the formal register of a courtroom?

Answer: B) Ordinance

While 'custom' or 'habit' might refer to ways of doing things, an 'ordinance' is a specific, formal synonym for a law or 
decree, matching the technical register of 'statute'.

2. The diplomat’s speech was intended to ____ the tension, but her choice of words only served to 
exacerbate the conflict. Identify the appropriate antonym for 'exacerbate' to complete the contrast.

Answer: C) Ameliorate

'Ameliorate' means to make something bad better, serves as a direct antonym for 'exacerbate' (to make worse), and 
fits the formal tone of the sentence.

3. True or False: The words 'discrete' (meaning individually separate and distinct) and 'discreet' (mean-
ing careful and circumspect in one's speech or actions) are homophones.

Answer: A) True

These words are pronounced identically (/dɪˈskriːt/) despite their different spellings and specialized meanings, making 
them homophones.

4. Choose the correct homophone to complete this sentence involving financial terminology: 'The 
investment firm decided to ____ all of its assets before the market crashed.'

Answer: C) Sell

In financial contexts, to 'sell' assets means to exchange them for currency, distinct from its homophone 'cell' (a small 
room or biological unit).

5. Which word is an antonym for 'altruistic' when describing a character's motivations in a literary 
analysis?
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Answer: C) Egocentric

While the other options are synonyms (meaning selfless or giving), 'egocentric' refers to being self-centered, provid-
ing a direct contrast to altruism.

6. Which word pair functions as a 'near-synonym' but carries a much more negative connotation?

Answer: A) Inquisitive / Prying

While both describe asking questions, 'inquisitive' is generally positive/neutral, whereas 'prying' implies an intrusive 
or inappropriate level of curiosity.

7. True or False: 'Malign' and 'Benign' are antonyms often used in medical or character descriptions to 
indicate harmful vs. harmless natures.

Answer: A) True

Malign (evil/harmful) and benign (kind/gentle) are classic antonyms used both in literature and clinical settings.

8. Identify the homophone that correctly describes a piece of stationary equipment used for exercise: 
'He preferred the ____ bike over the outdoor trail.'

Answer: A) Stationary

'Stationary' with an 'a' means not moving; 'Stationery' with an 'e' refers to writing paper (think 'e' for envelope).

9. Find the word that is a synonym for 'Ethereal' in the context of describing a delicate, ghostly scene 
in a novel.

Answer: C) Celestial

'Celestial' shares the sense of being heavenly or beyond the physical world, aligning with the delicate, airy nature of 
'ethereal'.

10. True or False: In 10th-grade Rhetoric, a synonym always remains interchangeable regardless of the 
sentence's emotional tone.

Answer: B) False

False. Denotation (literal meaning) may be shared, but connotation (emotional weight) can make synonyms non-in-
terchangeable. For example, 'aroma' and 'stench' both mean 'smell,' but they carry opposite emotional tones.
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