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Profound Playwriting: Professional Penning for 11th Grade

Can you capture the subtext beneath a character’s silence? Analyze structural beats and craft nuanced 
dialogue in this advanced dramatic writing assessment.

1. In contemporary drama, a 'beat' is most often defined as a shift in which of the following?
A. The physical location of the scene
B. A character’s tactic or emotional objective
C. The technical lighting cues
D. The chronological time of day

2. True or False: In a well-structured play, the 'inciting incident' occurs during the falling action to 
resolve the primary conflict.

A. True
B. False

3. When a character speaks their inner thoughts aloud alone on stage, revealing their private motiva-
tions to the audience, it is called a ________.

A. Dialogue
B. Stichomythia
C. Prologue
D. Soliloquy

4. Which playwright is known for the 'Epic Theatre' style, using 'Verfremdungseffekt' (estrangement 
effect) to prevent the audience from becoming emotionally lost in the narrative?

A. Bertolt Brecht
B. Anton Chekhov
C. Lorraine Hansberry
D. August Strindberg

5. In dramatic theory, 'subtext' refers to the ________ meaning of a line that is not explicitly stated in the 
dialogue.

A. Historical
B. Underlying
C. Literal
D. Grammatical

6. True or False: 'Stichomythia' refers to a technique in drama where characters engage in rapid, 
alternating lines of verse or dialogue to intensify tension.

A. True
B. False
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7. In a script, an 'aside' differs from a soliloquy primarily because an aside involves:
A. A long speech delivered to help a character die
B. A short comment directed to the audience while other characters are on stage
C. A detailed description of the physical set design
D. The final resolution of the central conflict

8. The 'Protagonist' is the central figure of a play, while the character or force that opposes them and 
creates conflict is the ________.

A. Foil
B. Ingénue
C. Antagonist
D. Confidant

9. When writing stage directions, 'Upstage' refers to which part of the performing area?
A. The area closest to the audience
B. The area furthest away from the audience
C. The wings on the left side
D. The elevated balcony used by technicians

10. True or False: Narrative 'exposition' should ideally be delivered through long, descriptive mono-
logues rather than being woven into action and dialogue.

A. True
B. False
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