Name: Date:

Answer Key: Ink-redible Adventures: 1st Grade Creative Writing Chal-
lenge

Canyou turn a tiny seed of an idea into a mighty story? Synthesize character traits and sensory details to build
your own original narrative world.

1. You are writing a story about a dragon who is afraid of fire. To show the reader how he feels without
saying 'he was scared,’ what should the dragon do?

Answer: B) He hides behind a giant purple marshmallow.

Hiding is a creative way to show fear through a character's actions rather than just telling the reader the emotion.

2. To make your story's setting feel alive, use sensory words. Complete this sentence: 'The magical
candy forest smelled like S

Answer: C) sweet strawberry bubbles

Creative writing uses sensory details like smell to help the reader imagine the world. 'Sweet strawberry bubbles'
describes a specific scent.

3. True or False: In a creative story, a character's 'voice' means both the words they say and the special
way they think and act.

Answer: A) True

Voice is the unique personality of the writer or character that shines through the entire story.

4. If you want to write an original story about a superhero, which idea is the most 'original’ because it
is unexpected?

Answer: C) A hero whose only power is making people's shoes untie.

Originality means taking a common idea, like a superhero, and adding a surprising or funny twist that people haven't
seen before.

5. A good story needs a '‘problem’ for the character to solve. If a squirrel wants to go to the moon, what
is a creative way for him to get there?

Answer: B) He builds a rocket out of giant acorns.
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Creative writing involves synthesizing details about a character (squirrel) with a solution (rocket) to create a unique
plot point.

6. True or False: Using the word 'nice’ is the best way to describe a magical unicorn in a creative story.
Answer: B) False

In creative writing, 'nice' is a plain word. Using descriptive words like 'glimmering' or 'kind-hearted' creates a better
style.

7. You are writing a poem about a rainy day. Which line uses a 'whimsical' style to make the rain sound
like a person?

Answer: C) The raindrops tapped a tiny drum on my umbrella.

Comparing rain to a drummer is a creative 'style' choice called personification, which makes the writing more
engaging.

8. If you want to describe a turtle who is very fast, you could say he moves like a .
Answer: A) zippy lightning bolt

Creative writers use comparisons (similes) to emphasize a character's surprising traits, like a fast turtle.
9. What is the best way to start an exciting story about a talking goldfish?
Answer: C) 'Whatever you do, don't tap on the glass!" whispered Barnaby the goldfish.

Starting with dialogue and action immediately establishes the 'voice' and hooks the reader better than a plain
statement.

10. True or False: Creative writing means you can make up your own rules for how a world works, like
trees that grow toys instead of leaves.

Answer: A) True

Originality in creative writing allows the author to build 'fantastical concepts' that go beyond the real world.
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