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Answer Key: Crafting Characters and Cadence: A 10th Grade Creative 
Writing Quiz

Examine how professional authors utilize unreliable narrators and sensory imagery to build atmosphere and 
develop complex narrative voices.

1. Which term describes a narrator whose credibility is compromised, often found in gothic fiction like 
'The Tell-Tale Heart'?

Answer: B) Unreliable Narrator

An unreliable narrator is a character whose telling of the story is not completely accurate due to mental state, bias, 
or intent to deceive.

2. True or False: In creative writing, 'pacing' refers solely to how fast a character can run during an 
action sequence.

Answer: B) False

Pacing is a stylistic device that controls the speed and rhythm at which a story unfolds for the reader.

3. When an author uses 'show, don't tell,' they replace stagnant adjectives with ____ to create a more 
immersive experience.

Answer: B) Sensory details

Sensory details engage the reader's five senses, allowing them to visualize the scene rather than just being told what 
happened.

4. Which literary device is prominently used in the phrase 'The clock ticked like a heartbeat in the silent 
room'?

Answer: C) Simile

A simile compares two different things using the words 'like' or 'as' to create a vivid image.

5. True or False: 'Flash fiction' is a genre of creative writing characterized by its extreme brevity, often 
under 1,000 words.

Answer: A) True
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Flash fiction is a recognized form that challenges writers to build a complete narrative within a very tight word count.

6. The underlying message or 'big idea' that an author explores throughout a creative work is known 
as the ____.

Answer: C) Theme

Theme is the central topic or deeper layer of meaning behind the events of the plot.

7. In a screenplay or script, the lines that describe a character's physical movements or the environ-
ment are called:

Answer: A) Stage directions

Stage directions provide instructions for actors and directors that are not spoken as dialogue.

8. If a writer chooses to repeat consonant sounds at the beginning of words, such as 'shadows shim-
mered,' they are using ____.

Answer: C) Alliteration

Alliteration is a stylistic device that creates rhythm and musicality in prose and poetry through repeated initial sounds.

9. True or False: Internal monologue allows readers to see a character's private thoughts and feelings 
directly.

Answer: A) True

Internal monologue is a technique used to convey a character's inner consciousness to the reader.

10. Which of the following is an example of 'personification' in creative writing?

Answer: A) The wind howled in pain through the trees.

Personification gives human traits or emotions (like feeling 'pain') to non-human objects or forces (like the 'wind').
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