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Answer Key: Lexical Nuance: Your Guide to 10th Grade Diction and 
Syntax Quiz
Sophomores dissect subtle shifts in tone and meaning by manipulating sophisticated word relationships and 
semantic traps found in academic and literary texts.

1. In a political critique, an author replaces the word 'steadfast' with 'obdurate' to describe a leader's 
policy. How does this synonym change the connotation of the sentence?

Answer: A) It shifts the tone from admiring loyalty to criticizing stubbornness.

While 'steadfast' and 'obdurate' are synonyms meaning firm or unmoved, 'obdurate' carries a negative connotation 
of being unyielding or hardening one's heart against influence.

2. The legal counsel argued that the witness's testimony was ______; however, the prosecution presented 
evidence that was its exact antonym: ______.

Answer: B) veracious / mendacious

'Veracious' (truthful) and 'mendacious' (lying) are sophisticated antonyms that fit the legal context of evaluating 
testimony.

3. In the sentence 'The discrete investigator was praised for his discreet handling of the sensitive 
documents,' the homophones are used correctly to convey that he was both 'separate/distinct' and 
'cautious'.

Answer: A) True

'Discrete' means individually separate or distinct, while 'discreet' means careful and circumspect in one's speech or 
actions.

4. Which set of words represents a gradation of synonyms from least to most intense in terms of 
emotional volatility?

Answer: C) Annoyed, Irate, Enraged

Effective diction requires understanding intensity; 'annoyed' is a mild irritation, 'irate' is strong anger, and 'enraged' 
is peak fury.

5. Select the homophone pair that correctly completes this philosophical observation: 'The ______ who 
sought total isolation found that even in the desert, he could not escape the ______ of his own mind.'
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Answer: A) ascetic / ascent

'Ascetic' refers to a person practicing severe self-discipline, while 'ascent' (climbing up) is used metaphorically here 
for the internal movement or height of thoughts.

6. 'Ephemeral' and 'Perpetual' are considered binary antonyms frequently used in 19th-century Tran-
scendentalist literature to contrast human life with nature.

Answer: A) True

'Ephemeral' means lasting a very short time, and 'perpetual' means never ending; they are classic high-level antonyms 
for thematic analysis.

7. In Hamlet's soliloquies, Shakespeare often uses words that sound alike but have different meanings 
to create double entendres. This literary device relies primarily on which of the following?

Answer: C) Homophony

Homophones (and homonyms) allow authors to use a single sound to point toward two different definitions, creating 
puns or complex subtexts.

8. While the protagonist’s motives were initially ______, by the end of the novel they were revealed to be 
quite ______, proving that appearances are often deceptive.

Answer: D) magnanimous / selfish

'Magnanimous' (generous/noble) and 'selfish' are antonyms that effectively illustrate a character arc involving 
deceptive appearances.

9. Choose the most precise synonym to replace the underlined word for a formal scientific report: 'The 
results of the study were *surprising* to the researchers.'

Answer: B) Anomalous

'Anomalous' is the best fit for scientific discourse as it implies a deviation from what is standard, normal, or expected, 
whereas the others are more emotive or general.

10. The words 'complement' (to complete something) and 'compliment' (to praise someone) are 
antonyms because one involves giving while the other involves taking away.

Answer: B) False
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These are homophones, not antonyms. They sound similar but have completely unrelated meanings involving 
completion and social praise.

Powered by sheetworks Page 3 of 3


