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Conquer the Archives: 12th Grade Advanced Citation Challenge

Defend your thesis by identifying synthesis errors, vetting academic databases, and mastering the nuances 
of Chicago and APA style manual requirements.

1. You are examining a 1923 primary source document regarding the Pan-African Congress. Which 
criteria is most critical for assessing its 'functional relevance' to a modern architectural thesis on urban 
planning?

A. The ideological bias of the document's author.
B. The physical condition of the original manuscript.
C. Contextual corroboration with contemporary colonial records.
D. The presence of peer-reviewed citations within the 1923 text.

2. In Chicago Manual of Style (Notes and Bibliography), a 'Shortened Note' is acceptable for a source 
that has already been cited in full earlier in the paper.

A. True
B. False

3. When synthesizing the work of diverse scholars—such as post-colonial theorist Edward Said and 
historian Fernand Braudel—the researcher must avoid __________, which is the act of merging conflicting 
ideological frameworks without acknowledging their fundamental differences.

A. Conceptual Overlap
B. Thematic Smoothing
C. Theoretical Syncretism
D. False Equivalence

4. While using the JSTOR database, you find a 'Review Essay.' What is the primary instructional value of 
this source type for a high-level research project?

A. It provides original raw data and experimental results.
B. It maps the historiography and existing scholarly conversation on a topic.
C. It offers a concise dictionary definition of complex terms.
D. It serves as a legal primary document for court cases.

5. In APA 7th Edition, the 'Retrieved from' phrase and date are required for every single electronic 
source, including those with a DOI.

A. True
B. False

6. If a student utilizes an AI large language model to generate a foundational outline, the 12th-grade 
ethical standard for _________ requires the student to acknowledge the tool's contribution in a method-
ology note or acknowledgment section.
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A. Academic Transparency
B. Source Multiplexing
C. Creative Commons
D. Algorithmic Integrity

7. Which of the following describes 'Lateral Reading,' a crucial skill for evaluating digital rhetoric in an 
era of misinformation?

A. Reading an article from start to finish to understand the author's logic.
B. Leaving a site to research the organization behind it before reading the content.
C. Checking the bibliography for authors the reader already recognizes.
D. Reading the text multiple times to find hidden metaphors.

8. When citing a translated work, such as Simone de Beauvoir’s 'The Second Sex,' the translator's name 
must be included in the bibliographic entry.

A. True
B. False

9. A researcher who purposefully excludes data that contradicts their hypothesis is guilty of __________, 
which undermines the validity of the entire research project.

A. Source Attrition
B. Confirmation Bias
C. Intellectual Honesty
D. Cherry-picking

10. For a capping senior thesis, you need to cite a government report. In most citation styles, if no 
individual author is listed, who is considered the 'author'?

A. The head of the government at that time.
B. The corporate/government entity or agency that issued it.
C. The lead printer of the document.
D. The librarian who archived the report.
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