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Lexical Labyrinth: A 12th Grade Vocabulary Quest

Navigate past treacherous homophones and deceptive synonyms while identifying shifts in tone and preci-
sion for university-level writing.

1. In a formal rhetorical analysis, which term serves as the most precise synonym for 'ubiquitous' when 
describing a pervasive cultural influence?

A. Omnipresent
B. Crowded
C. Common
D. Social

2. The words 'discreet' (meaning cautious or unobtrusive) and 'discrete' (meaning separate or distinct) 
are homophones.

A. True
B. False

3. The candidate's speech was characterized by _______ language, a direct antonym to 'vague' or 'am-
biguous' phrasing.

A. Lucid
B. Obscure
C. Garrulous
D. Equivocal

4. Which homophone is correctly utilized in this sentence regarding legal ethics: 'The attorney's _______ 
of professional conduct was beyond reproach.'

A. Canon
B. Cannon
C. Canyon
D. Caning

5. While a 'curmudgeon' is known for being cranky, a high-level synonym for an extremely cheerful or 
optimistic person is a(n) _______.

A. Optimist
B. Panglossian
C. Misanthrope
D. Stoic

6. 'Altruistic' and 'Selfless' are antonyms.
A. True
B. False
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7. In a philosophical debate, which word serves as the best antonym for 'Ephemeral'?
A. Fleeting
B. Transient
C. Perpetual
D. Evanescent

8. Identify the correct homophone pair: The governor decided to _______ the student to the state _______ 
for the awards ceremony.

A. Cite / Site
B. Sight / Cite
C. Cite / Sight
D. Site / Cite

9. The words 'compliment' (praise) and 'complement' (to complete something) are homophones.
A. True
B. False

10. When editing a senior thesis, if a student uses the word 'dogged,' which synonym suggests a more 
intellectual form of persistence?

A. Stubborn
B. Tenacious
C. Lazy
D. Bullheaded
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