
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Tectonic Grammar: Shift Your 8th Grade Irregular Verb 
Mastery

Can you bridge the gap between archaic roots and modern usage? Analyze participle shifts and perfect tenses 
through historical and literary contexts.

1. In her analysis of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, the historian noted that the ground had _______ 
several feet within seconds, altering the landscape forever.

Answer: B) risen

The past participle 'risen' is required here to form the past perfect tense ('had risen') for the irregular verb 'rise'.

2. Select the correct form to complete the sentence: After months of maritime exploration, the crew 
_______ the anchor in an uncharted bay.

Answer: D) flung

'Flung' is the correct past tense form of the irregular verb 'fling'; 'flang' and 'flinged' are non-standard forms.

3. In the sentence 'The heavy iron gates swung open as if by magic,' the word 'swung' is the correct 
past tense form of 'swing'.

Answer: A) True

The verb 'swing' is irregular and its past tense form is 'swung', not 'swanged' or 'swinged'.

4. Which of the following sentences utilizes the past participle of 'weave' correctly in a literary context?

Answer: B) The artisan has woven a tapestry depicting the fallen empire.

'Woven' is the standard past participle for the verb 'weave' when referring to the craft of making cloth or intricate 
patterns.

5. Despite the cold front, the marathon runners _______ the race at a record-breaking pace.

Answer: A) began

'Began' is the simple past tense form of 'begin', whereas 'begun' requires an auxiliary verb like 'has' or 'had'.
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6. The verb 'broadcast' is typically used as its own past tense form (e.g., 'The radio station broadcast 
the news yesterday').

Answer: A) True

'Broadcast' follows the same pattern as 'cast' or 'set', where the past and present forms are often identical, though 
'broadcasted' is sometimes accepted in informal usage.

7. Identify the sentence that correctly uses the irregular verb 'shrink' in the past tense.

Answer: B) The wool sweater shrank after I washed it in hot water.

The simple past of 'shrink' is 'shrank'. 'Shrunk' is the past participle used with 'has', 'have', or 'had'.

8. To complete the dialogue: 'Have you _______ your decision yet?' the counselor asked the student.

Answer: A) made

'Made' is the past participle of 'make' and is used here to form the present perfect tense question 'Have you made...?'

9. In the context of the American Civil War, historians might write that the soldiers had _______ the 
burden of hard marches for many weeks.

Answer: B) borne

'Borne' is the past participle of 'bear' (meaning to carry or endure). 'Born' is only used in the context of birth.

10. The sentence 'The sunlight shone through the stained-glass windows' uses the irregular past tense 
of 'shine' correctly.

Answer: A) True

'Shone' is the intransitive past tense of 'shine' (giving off light). 'Shined' is typically used transitively (e.g., 'he shined 
his shoes').
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