
Name: ________________ Date: ________________

Answer Key: Dissecting Archaic Echoes: 8th Grade Word Roots Archeol-
ogy Quiz
Synthesize Greek and Latin morphemes to decode complex academic vocabulary within a forensic and 
linguistic analysis framework for advanced learners.

1. A historian describes a ruler as 'omnipotent.' Based on the Latin roots 'omni' and 'pot,' what is the 
primary characteristic of this leader?

Answer: B) He possesses unlimited or universal power.

The root 'omni' means 'all,' and 'pot' stems from 'potis,' meaning 'power' or 'ability.' Combined, they describe an 
all-powerful entity.

2. The detective noted that the suspect's story was __________, as the prefix 'in-' and root 'coher' suggest 
the parts did not stick together logically.

Answer: A) incoherent

The root 'coher' means 'to stick' (as in adhesive). With the prefix 'in-' (not), 'incoherent' describes something that does 
not stick together or lack clarity.

3. In the word 'anthropology,' the root 'anthrop' refers to the study of ancient fossils.

Answer: B) False

False. The Greek root 'anthrop' means 'human' or 'mankind.' The study of fossils is paleontology ('paleo' meaning 
ancient).

4. Analyzing the term 'anachronism,' the prefix 'ana-' (against/back) and the root 'chron' (time) suggest 
that the object is:

Answer: C) Something placed in the wrong historical period.

'Ana-' means backward or against, and 'chron' means time. An anachronism is literally 'against time,' such as a digital 
watch in a movie about the Middle Ages.

5. To describe a speech that is intended to sound 'appealing' but is actually deceptive, one might use 
the word '__________,' combining the root 'soph' (wisdom) with an ironic suffix.

Answer: B) sophistry
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'Sophistry' uses the root 'soph' (wisdom) to describe clever but fallacious reasoning typically used to deceive.

6. A 'misanthrope' is someone who possesses a deep-seated hatred or distrust of humankind.

Answer: A) True

True. The prefix 'mis-' (hatred) combined with the root 'anthrop' (human) creates a word for someone who dislikes 
humanity.

7. Which of these words uses the Latin root 'ced' or 'cess' to describe the act of officially giving up power 
or territory?

Answer: C) Cession

While all options use 'ced/cess' (to go/yield), 'cession' specifically refers to the yielding or surrendering of rights or 
property.

8. If a substance is '__________,' the prefix 'trans-' and root 'luc' suggest that light can shine through it, 
but not clearly enough to see distinct images.

Answer: C) translucent

'Trans-' (across/through) and 'luc' (light) form 'translucent,' describing material that allows light through but diffuses 
it.

9. The root 'bell' in the word 'belligerent' refers to 'beauty,' indicating a pleasant personality.

Answer: B) False

False. In 'belligerent,' the Latin root 'bell' means 'war' (as in antebellum or rebellion). The root for 'beauty' is 'bell' in 
French, but 'pulchr' in Latin vocabulary study.

10. Use your knowledge of 'equi' (equal) and 'voc' (voice) to determine the meaning of 'equivocate' in 
a debate.

Answer: B) To use ambiguous language to avoid committing to a side.

To 'equivocate' is to give 'equal voice' to two opposing interpretations, effectively being vague or indecisive to hide 
the truth.
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