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Answer Key: Fair Playground Rules 4th Grade Quiz

Students analyze leadership and fairness by comparing a classroom 'social contract' to real-world community
rules in this advanced civics assessment.

1. If your school creates a 'Student Constitution’' where everyone agrees to follow rules for the safety
of all, which political concept are they using?

Answer: A) The Social Contract

A social contract is an agreement where people give up some individual freedoms in exchange for the benefits of a
peaceful, organized community.

2.Imagine a leader who believes they have the right to rule because they were born into a specific
family. This type of authority is called

Answer: B) Hereditary Succession

Hereditary succession is the process where power is passed through family lines, such as in a traditional monarchy,
rather than through voting.

3. True or False: In a system of 'Equity,’ every student gets the exact same size stool to see over a fence,
even if some students are much taller than others.

Answer: B) False

Equity means giving people what they need to be successful (different sized stools), whereas Equality means giving
everyone the same thing regardless of their needs.

4.1In a 'Direct Democracy' at recess, how would the kids decide which game to play?
Answer: C) Every single student votes and the majority wins

In a direct democracy, every member of the community participates personally in the decision-making process rather
than choosing representatives.

5. A society where laws apply to everyone—including the leaders and the police—is practicing the
principle known as the

Answer: A) Rule of Law
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The Rule of Law ensures that no one is above the law and that legal rules are applied fairly and consistently to all
citizens.

6. If a city builds a public library that everyone can use for free, they are prioritizing which political
value?

Answer: B) The Common Good

The Common Good refers to actions or facilities that benefit all members of a community rather than just one person
or a small group.

7. True or False: A 'Constitutional Republic' is a system where a single leader has total power and can
change any rule at any time without asking anyone else.

Answer: B) False

A Constitutional Republic limits the power of leaders through a set of laws (the Constitution) and involves represen-
tatives chosen by the people.

8. The idea that people are born with certain rights, like the right to think for themselves, which no
government should take away, is called

Answer: B) Natural Rights

Natural Rights are universal rights that many philosophers believe people possess simply by being human, indepen-
dent of any government's laws.

9. Which of these is a 'Responsibility’ of a citizen in a fair society, rather than just a 'Right'?

Answer: C) Serving on a jury

A responsibility is a duty that a citizen is expected to perform to help the legal system function, such as jury service.

10. True or False: If a town decides to use 'Consensus’ to build a park, it means they keep talking until
every single person agrees on the plan.

Answer: A) True

Consensus is a way of making decisions where the group seeks the agreement of all participants, rather than just a
simple majority.
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