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Answer Key: Script Laboratory: 6th Grade Dramatic Forensics Quiz

Deconstruct complex character subtext and architectural pacing to diagnose how playwrights engineer 
emotional responses in classical and contemporary drama.

1. In Sophocles' 'Antigone,' the protagonist faces a 'double bind' where she must choose between the 
law of the state and the law of the gods. This complex conflict is categorized as:

Answer: B) An ethical dilemma driving the rising action

Advanced dramatic analysis identifies that Antigone's choice isn't just a physical hurdle, but an ethical conflict that 
propels the story toward its climax.

2. When a playwright like August Wilson uses a recurring physical object, such as the piano in 'The Piano 
Lesson,' to represent a family's history and struggle, that object serves as a ________.

Answer: C) Dramatic symbol

Symbols in dramatic works are tangible objects that carry weightier, intangible meanings related to the play's themes.

3. True or False: In 'The Miracle Worker,' the high-stress dynamic between Annie Sullivan and Helen 
Keller is an example of character foil development.

Answer: A) True

Annie and Helen act as foils; their opposing traits (disciplined vs. wild) highlight and contrast their growth throughout 
the play.

4. If a play like 'Our Town' by Thornton Wilder uses a 'Stage Manager' character to speak directly to the 
audience and break the 'fourth wall,' what is the likely artistic intent?

Answer: C) To bridge the gap between the fictional world and the audience's reality

Breaking the fourth wall is a structural choice used to engage the audience's critical thinking and connect the play's 
themes to their own lives.

5. In the play 'A Raisin in the Sun,' the 'check' that the family awaits functions as the ________ because it 
triggers the initial conflict and movement of the plot.

Answer: A) Inciting incident
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The inciting incident is the specific event that sets the primary narrative in motion, creating the 'problem' to be solved.

6. True or False: A playwright's use of subtext means that the characters always say exactly what they 
are thinking and feeling in their dialogue.

Answer: B) False

Subtext is the unspoken meaning hidden 'underneath' the lines; it requires the audience to infer motivation based 
on context.

7. In 'The Diary of Anne Frank,' the constant fear of discovery creates which specific dramatic element?

Answer: C) Atmospheric tension

Tension is a dramatic tool used to keep the audience or reader engaged by creating a sense of urgency or impending 
danger.

8. In Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream,' the confusion caused by Puck’s love potion demon-
strates how ________ can be used to drive a comedic plot structure.

Answer: D) Situational irony

Situational irony occurs when the outcome of a situation is the opposite of what was intended, a key device in dramatic 
comedy.

9. True or False: The 'Proscenium' refers to the underlying message or moral lesson the playwright 
wants the audience to learn.

Answer: B) False

The proscenium is a physical part of the stage (the arch); the 'theme' is the term for the underlying message or moral.

10. How does the 'linear structure' of a play like 'Twelve Angry Men' contribute to its overall dramatic 
effect?

Answer: B) By focusing on a single time and place to intensify the psychological pressure

A tight linear structure—especially one that observes the 'unity of time and place'—builds claustrophobia and focus 
in a dramatic work.
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