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Answer Key: A Scout's Quest: Rebuilding the American Spirit 3rd Grade 
Quiz

Historical perspective, critical synthesis, and creative problem-solving. This challenge uses scenario-based 
inquiry to help students build a bridge to the past.

1. Imagine you are a reporter in 1865. If you wanted to interview a famous woman who acted as a spy 
and a scout for the Union because she wanted to end slavery, who would you look for?

Answer: B) Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman was a courageous leader who not only liberated people via the Underground Railroad but also served 
as a valuable scout and spy for the Union.

2. The 15th Amendment was added to the Constitution to make sure that people of all races had the 
right to vote.

Answer: A) True

The 15th Amendment was a key part of Reconstruction, aiming to protect the voting rights of African American men.

3. During the war, many soldiers wrote letters home to their families. If a soldier described a massive 
base in South Carolina where the very first shots were fired, he was at ____.

Answer: B) Fort Sumter

Fort Sumter is recognized as the location where the first shots of the Civil War occurred in April 1861.

4. Reconstruction meant 'rebuilding' the country. Which of these was a brand new challenge that 
leaders faced during this time?

Answer: B) Creating schools for people who were once enslaved

Education was a major focus of Reconstruction, as newly freed people sought the skills and literacy that had 
previously been denied to them.

5. One famous general who led the Confederate army was known for being a skilled leader but 
ultimately had to surrender his troops. His name was ____.

Answer: A) Robert E. Lee
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Robert E. Lee was the commander of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia.

6. During the Civil War, families were always on the same side and never disagreed about the war.

Answer: B) False

The Civil War is often called 'Brother against Brother' because many families were divided by their different beliefs 
about slavery and the Union.

7. If you were a 3rd grader during the 1870s, which of these would you likely see happening because of 
the new 'Reconstruction' laws?

Answer: C) Formerly enslaved men voting in elections

One of the most significant changes during Reconstruction was that African American men were briefly able to vote 
and hold political office in the South.

8. To help the country heal after the war, President Lincoln wanted to be kind to the South. After he 
passed away, the new President who took over was ____.

Answer: B) Andrew Johnson

Andrew Johnson became the 17th President of the United States after Abraham Lincoln was assassinated.

9. The 'Union' refers to the Northern states that stayed together as the United States during the war.

Answer: A) True

The Union was the name for the federal government and the states that remained loyal to it during the Civil War.

10. Clara Barton was a very important person during the Civil War. What was her special way of helping 
the country?

Answer: C) She cared for wounded soldiers and started the Red Cross

Clara Barton, known as the 'Angel of the Battlefield,' founded the American Red Cross and pioneered nursing during 
the war.
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