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Answer Key: Diplomatic Chess: 10th Grade Idiomatic Nuance Quiz

Sophomores analyze how geopolitical and nautical metaphors shape modern rhetoric while synthesizing the
historical etymology of complex linguistic figures.

1. In the context of international relations, if a diplomat is accused of 'crossing the Rubicon,’ what is
the primary implication of their action?

Answer: B) They have committed to a course of action from which there is no return.

Originating from Julius Caesar's 49 BC crossing of the river, this idiom signifies a point of no return where a decision
becomes irreversible.

2. When a CEO attempts to mitigate a PR disaster by performing '___ control,’ they are using a term
originally derived from naval firefighting and structural repair.

Answer: C) damage

'Damage control' transitioned from a maritime term for limiting a ship's water intake to a professional term for
minimizing reputational or financial loss.

3. True or False: The expression 'to throw the baby out with the bathwater' functions as a warning
against losing valuable things while trying to get rid of something unwanted.

Answer: A) True

This German-origin idiom explores the loss of virtue or utility through an overzealous attempt to eliminate the
negative components of a system.

4. Which of these literary allusions describes a victory that is so costly that it is tantamount to a defeat?
Answer: A) A Pyrrhic victory

Named after King Pyrrhus of Epirus, whose losses against the Romans were staggering despite winning the battle,
this idiom emphasizes the unsustainability of certain successes.

5. A critic who describes a politician's speech as 'full of sound and fury, signifying nothing' is using an
expression coined by ___ to describe the futility of life.

Answer: C) William Shakespeare
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This expression comes from Macbeth's soliloquy in Act 5, used today to describe events that appear important but
lack actual substance.

6. True or False: If a lawyer is playing 'Devil's Advocate,' they are expressing their personal belief in a
controversial opinion to the judge.

Answer: B) False

A 'Devil's Advocate' takes a counter-position for the sake of argument or to test the validity of the current logic,
regardless of their personal feelings.

7. In contemporary sociopolitical discourse, the term 'echo chamber' is a metaphor specifically used to
describe what phenomenon?

Answer: B) A situation where individuals only encounter information that reinforces their existing beliefs.

The 'echo chamber' metaphor describes the lack of diverse perspectives in an environment where beliefs are
amplified by repetition within a closed system.

8. To describe a situation as 'waiting for the other ___ to drop’ implies that a predictable but inevitable
negative event is about to occur.

Answer: B) shoe

This idiom comes from mid-20th century tenement living; hearing one shoe drop on the floor above meant the second
would follow shortly, creating a sense of suspended anticipation.

9. When a journalist refers to 'the elephant in the room,’ they are highlighting a situation characterized
by:

Answer: B) An obvious truth or problem that everyone is ignoring.

This idiom refers to an inescapable issue that is consciously avoided during discussion because it is uncomfortable
or controversial.

10. True or False: The maritime idiom 'to steer clear of' was originally a literal navigation instruction to
keep a ship from colliding with another vessel or obstacle.

Answer: A) True

Originally used by sailors to denote physical avoidance of hazards at sea, it is now used figuratively to avoid people,
topics, or difficult situations.
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