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Master Your Rhetorical Mode: 10th Grade Essay Essentials Quiz

Assess basic recall of the four main rhetorical modes and identify the primary structural goals of narrative,
expository, persuasive, and descriptive writing.

1. Which essay type is primarily characterized by the use of sensory details to recreate a scene or object
for the reader's imagination?

A. Expository

B. Descriptive

C. Argumentative

D. Narrative

2. The primary goal of a(n) essay is to provide information, explain a process, or define a concept
using neutral, factual evidence.

A. Persuasive

B. Narrative

C. Expository

D. Reflective

3. True or False: A narrative essay always follows a chronological plot structure featuring characters
and a central conflict.

A. True
B. False

4. If you are writing a piece to convince an audience that remote learning is more effective than
in-person instruction, which essay type are you using?

A. Descriptive

B. Expository
C. Narrative
D. Persuasive
5.In an argumentative essay, the author often includes a to acknowledge and then refute the

opposing point of view.
A. Counterargument

B. Climax
C. Hook
D. Metaphor

6. True or False: An expository essay should rely heavily on the author's personal feelings and emotional
appeals.

A. True
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B.

False

7. Which of the following topics would best be suited for a narrative essay format?

A. The long-term effects of the Industrial Revolution

B. How to assemble a fuel-efficient engine

C. The dayIdiscovered my passion for marine biology

D. Why public transportation should be free for students
8. When an author uses vivid adjectives to describe the ‘jagged, icy peaks of the Andes' in an essay, they
are using the mode.

A. Expository

B. Descriptive

C. Persuasive

D. Argumentative

9. True or False: The main purpose of a persuasive essay is to entertain the reader with a fictional plot.

A.
B.

True
False

10. What is the primary difference between a persuasive essay and an expository essay?

A.

B.
C.
D

Persuasive uses facts, while expository uses only opinions.

Expository tells a story, while persuasive describes a place.

Persuasive seeks to influence an opinion, while expository seeks to inform.
There is no difference between these two essay types.
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