Name: Date:

Answer Key: Will Misplaced Verbs Mar Your Thesis? 12th Grade Gram-
mar Challenge

Moving past rote memorization, students analyze archaic roots and nuanced shift occurrences in advanced
syntactical structures.

1. In her 2024 analysis of the pre-Raphaelite movement, the historian argued that the aesthetic values
had the very fabric of Victorian social hierarchy.

Answer: A) beset

The verb 'beset' belongs to a category of irregular verbs where the present, past, and past participle are identical
(like 'set' or 'cut').

2. Constructing a complex conditional sentence: 'Had the architect the structural flaws earlier,
the cantilevered wing would not have collapsed.’

Answer: A) foreseen

In a third conditional structure using 'had + [past participle]’, the irregular form of 'foresee’ is 'foreseen’, following
the pattern of 'see/saw/seen’.

3. True or False: In the sentence 'The heavy iron gates were cast in the late 18th century,' the word 'cast’
is the correct past participle form of the irregular verb ‘cast’.

Answer: A) True

The verb 'cast' is an invariable irregular verb; it does not change form in the past tense or past participle.

4. Which of the following utilizes the correct past participle of an irregular verb to convey a sense of
formal endurance?

Answer: A) The diplomat has withstood the pressure of the negotiations.

'Withstand' follows the conjugation of 'stand' (stand/stood/stood), resulting in the past participle 'withstood'.

5. Upon realizing his error, the defendant his previous testimony during the cross-examination.

Answer: A) forswore
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To 'forswear’ (to renounce) is an irregular verb following the 'swear/swore/sworn' pattern. The simple past tense
required here is 'forswore'.

6. True or False: The sentence 'The frost has bit the autumn leaves' uses the correct past participle form
for a formal literary context.

Answer: B) False
The past participle of 'bite' is 'bitten’ (bite/bit/bitten). 'Bit' is the simple past form.
7. Identify the sentence that correctly employs an irregular verb in the past perfect subjunctive mood:
Answer: C) If the bells had not rung, we would not have known.
'Ring' is a vowel-shift irregular verb (ring/rang/rung). The past perfect requires the past participle 'rung'.
8. Despite the harsh winter, the seedling from the soil by early March.
Answer: A) sprang

'Spring' follows the pattern 'spring/sprang/sprung'. The simple past tense is 'sprang'.

9. Carefully analyze the following sentences for linguistic precision. Which one is grammatically flaw-
less?

Answer: B) The artist has overdrawn the proportions of the figure intentionally.

'Overdraw' is a compound irregular verb following 'draw/drew/drawn'. The past participle is 'overdrawn'.

10. True or False: The verb 'to slay' (meaning to kill) has the past tense form 'slayed' in all contexts,
including epic poetry and formal literature.

Answer: B) False

While 'slayed' is gaining popularity in slang, in formal/literary contexts, the irregular past tense of 'slay’ is 'slew' and
the past participle is 'slain'.
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