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Dissecting Rhetorical Punctuation in 11th Grade Prose

Challenge conventional syntax by analyzing the nuanced role of semicolons and dashes in complex argumen-
tative structures, moving past basic grammatical accuracy.

1. In her analysis of postmodern architecture, the critic wrote: 'The structure was inherently
flawed—not because of its materials, but because of its intent—yet it remained a local landmark.' What
is the primary rhetorical function of the em-dashes here?

A. To signal a shift in tone from academic to informal.

B. To amplify a specific qualification that interrupts the main clause.

C. Toreplace a semicolon that would have been too abrupt.

D. Toindicate that the enclosed information is an essential restrictive clause.

2. True or False: In formal academic writing, a semicolon is required to join two independent clauses
when the second clause begins with a conjunctive adverb like 'nevertheless’ or ‘consequently.’

A. True

B. False

3. Identify the sentence that correctly employs a colon to introduce a formal appositive: 'The diplomat
faced a singular the refusal of both parties to acknowledge the shared border.’

A. dilemma,

B. dilemma;

C. dilemma:

D. dilemma—

4. Which of the following sentences correctly uses a semicolon to manage internal complexity within
a list?

The committee included John, the CEO; Sarah, the CFO; and Mike, the COO.

The committee included; John (CEQ), Sarah (CFO), and Mike (COO).

The committee included: John; the CEO, Sarah; the CFO, and Mike; the COO.

The committee included John, the CEO, Sarah, the CFO, and Mike, the COO.

onw>

5.1In alegal context, if a document refers to ‘the three statements,’ which punctuation correctly
indicates that the statements belong to all three witnesses collectively?

A. witnesses'

B. witnesses's

C. witness's

D. witnesses

6. True or False: In American English (MLA/APA), commas and periods should always be placed inside
the closing quotation marks, even if they are not part of the original quoted material.
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A.
B.

True
False

7. Evaluate the use of the colon in this sentence: 'The candidate’s platform was built on three pillars:
equity, sustainability, and transparency.' Is this usage correct, and why?

A. No; a colon cannot follow a preposition.

B. Yes; it correctly introduces a list following a complete independent clause.

C. No; the items in the list should be separated by semicolons.

D. Yes; but only because the words following the colon are nouns.
8. Choose the correct punctuation for the bracketed area: 'The fiscal year 2023-2024 saw
an unprecedented rise in inflation.'

A. -- (En-dashes)

B. () (Parentheses)

C. ,,(Commas)

D. No punctuation needed

9. Analyze this sentence: 'Huxley’s vision was bleak; Orwell’s, even more so." What grammatical phe-
nomenon justifies the comma after 'Orwell’s?

A.

B.
C.
D.

The comma indicates a parenthetical aside.

The comma marks an elliptical construction, indicating the omission of 'vision was'.
The comma is used to separate coordinate adjectives.

The comma is an error; it should be a semicolon.

10. True or False: Using a semicolon to join two independent clauses is only stylistically appropriate if
the clauses are closely related in thought.

A.
B.

True
False
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