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Answer Key: Interdisciplinary Science Branches Quiz for 8th Grade

Analyze 10 complex scenarios requiring the synthesis of biophysics, geochemistry, and thermodynamics to 
solve real-world scientific problems.

1. A researcher is studying how the crystalline structure of marine shells changes when exposed to 
acidified ocean water. Which two branches are being synthesized here?

Answer: B) Geochemistry and Marine Biology

This study combines Earth science (chemical composition of minerals/ocean) with Life science (marine organisms).

2. The study of the transition of energy within biological systems, such as how mitochondria manage 
heat during ATP production, is known as ______.

Answer: A) Bioenergetics

Bioenergetics applies the laws of thermodynamics (Physics) to the chemical processes occurring in living cells 
(Biology).

3. True or False: Quantum mechanics, a sub-field of physics, is essential for chemists to understand the 
bonding behavior of subatomic particles.

Answer: A) True

Modern chemistry relies heavily on quantum physics to explain how electrons occupy orbitals and form bonds 
between atoms.

4. If you are investigating the isotopic signature of ancient Martian soil to determine if it ever support-
ed microbial life, your primary field of study is:

Answer: B) Astrobiology

Astrobiology synthesizes astronomy, biology, and geology to search for life elsewhere in the universe.

5. A scientist using seismology to map the internal density of a tectonic plate is applying principles of 
______ to Earth Science.

Answer: B) Geophysics
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Geophysics uses the physical properties of seismic waves (Physics) to understand the Earth's internal structure (Earth 
Science).

6. True or False: Thermodynamics is a branch of Earth Science concerned specifically with the move-
ment of tectonic plates.

Answer: B) False

Thermodynamics is a branch of Physics focused on heat and energy; while it applies to plate movement, it is not a 
direct branch of Earth Science.

7. Developing a bio-plastic derived from agricultural waste that decomposes in 90 days requires ad-
vanced knowledge in which primary areas?

Answer: B) Organic Chemistry and Materials Science

Materials science and organic chemistry focus on the synthesis and environmental degradation of complex car-
bon-based molecules.

8. The use of advanced computer algorithms to analyze large biological datasets, such as the human 
genome, is called ______.

Answer: A) Bioinformatics

Bioinformatics is the multi-disciplinary field that uses computer science and statistics to interpret biological data.

9. Which branch of science would be most concerned with the effect of solar flares on satellite com-
munication infrastructure?

Answer: A) Heliophysics

Heliophysics is the study of the sun and its interaction with the solar system, including space weather impacts on 
technology.

10. True or False: Biochemistry is often considered the bridge between biology and chemistry because 
it studies the molecular basis of life.

Answer: A) True

Biochemistry explores how chemical reactions within atoms and molecules facilitate biological processes like metab-
olism.
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