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Answer Key: Guerilla Tactics and Tea Leaves: A 10th Grade Sovereignty
Quiz

Deconstruct 10 complex scenarios regarding the structural collapse of British mercantilism and the emer-
gence of revolutionary ideological shifts.

1. Which socio-political philosophy best explains the transition from the 'Olive Branch Petition' to the
radical republicanism found in Thomas Paine’s '‘Common Sense'?

Answer: B) Lockean Natural Rights

Paine utilized John Locke's concept of natural rights to argue that a government failing to protect its citizens' inherent
rights loses its legitimacy, justifying revolution.

2. The of 1763 served as a critical catalyst for colonial friction by legally restricting westward
expansion past the Appalachian Mountains.

Answer: B) Proclamation Line

The Proclamation of 1763 angered colonists who felt they had earned the right to settle western lands following the
Seven Years' War.

3. The 'Gaspee Affair' of 1772 was a peaceful diplomatic protest that resulted in the repeal of the
Townshend Acts without any property damage.

Answer: B) False

The Gaspee Affair involved Rhode Island colonists boarding, looting, and burning a British customs schooner,
marking a significant escalation in militant resistance.

4. How did the 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France fundamentally shift the strategic landscape of the
war for the British High Command?

Answer: A) It forced Britain to prioritize defending its Caribbean sugar colonies over the American mainland.

The entry of France turned a regional colonial rebellion into a global world war, forcing Britain to divert naval and
military resources to protect other global interests.

5. Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, a former Prussian officer, is credited with transforming the Continen-
tal Army by introducing standardized during the 1777-78 winter.
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Answer: C) drill manuals and sanitation

Von Steuben's 'Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States' professionalized the army
through rigorous drill and improved camp hygiene.

6. What was the primary motive of the 'Suffolk Resolves,' and how did they influence the First Conti-
nental Congress?

Answer: B) They encouraged Massachusetts to create its own government and prepare for defensive war.

The Suffolk Resolves declared the Coercive Acts unconstitutional and advised the people to arm themselves, pushing
the Congress toward a more defiant stance.

7. The Battle of Cowpens is historically significant because Daniel Morgan utilized a 'double envelop-
ment' tactic to decimate Banastre Tarleton’s British forces.

Answer: A) True

Cowpens was a masterpiece of tactical planning where Morgan used his militia to draw the British into a psychological
trap and a devastating flank attack.

8.The was a radical underground organization that utilized propaganda and intimidation to
undermine the 'Stamp Act’ collectors and British authority.

Answer: C) Sons of Liberty

The Sons of Liberty were essential in organizing grassroots resistance, often using aggressive tactics to prevent the
implementation of British tax laws.

9. In the context of the 'Southern Campaign,’ what was the primary strategic failure of Lord Cornwallis
prior to his retreat to Yorktown?

Answer: A) Overestimating Loyalist support and overextending supply lines through the Carolinas.

Cornwallis assumed the South was full of Loyalists who would rise up; instead, his aggressive movements exhausted
his troops and simplified Greene’s hit-and-run strategy.

10. The 'Newburgh Conspiracy’ of 1783 represented a significant threat to the young republic because
it involved Continental officers threatening a military coup over unpaid wages.

Answer: A) True
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The conspiracy highlighted the extreme weakness of the Articles of Confederation and was only quelled by George
Washington's personal appeal to his officers' honor.
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