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Answer Key: Your Code of the Arena: 8th Grade Sportsmanship Chal-
lenge

Students analyze real-world athletic dilemmas to identify the hidden mechanics of integrity and peer respect 
in competitive environments.

1. A spectator at your school’s rivalry basketball game begins shouting personal insults at the opposing 
team’s point guard. As a student-athlete watching from the stands, what is the most sportsmanlike 
response?

Answer: C) Encourage fellow students to use positive cheers instead of insults.

Sportsmanship extends to the culture of the audience; promoting a positive environment reflects respect for the 
game and the participants.

2. True or False: In professional golf, a player is expected to report their own rule violation even if no 
official or cameras saw the mistake.

Answer: A) True

Golf is a sport rooted in self-policing, where integrity and honesty are prioritized over gaining an unearned advantage.

3. A player who consistently argues with a referee's judgment call is failing to demonstrate _______ for 
Officials.

Answer: B) Respect

Respect for officials involves accepting their authority and decisions to ensure the game remains organized and fair.

4. During a track meet, one runner trips and falls. A competitor from another school stops to help them 
up instead of finishing their personal best time. This is an example of:

Answer: B) Ethical behavior over outcome

Prioritizing the well-being and dignity of an opponent over winning demonstrates high-level ethical character.

5. True or False: Using 'trash talk' to intentionally get in an opponent's head is considered a standard 
part of good sportsmanship.

Answer: B) False
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Good sportsmanship involves treating opponents with dignity; intentional verbal manipulation is disrespectful.

6. When a team wins a championship and avoids mocking the losing team, they are demonstrating the 
quality of _______.

Answer: C) Humility

Humility in victory acknowledges that the opponent also worked hard and deserves respect regardless of the score.

7. In baseball, if a pitcher accidentally hits a batter with a ball, what is the best way for the pitcher to 
show sportsmanship?

Answer: C) Signal an apology or check if the batter is unharmed.

Acknowledging an accidental injury or error shows respect for the safety and humanity of the opponent.

8. True or False: Following the 'unwritten rules' of a sport—such as not running up the score when the 
game is already decided—is a form of sportsmanship.

Answer: A) True

Respecting the opponent's dignity by not needlessly increasing a massive lead is a common ethical tradition in many 
sports.

9. The concept of _______ means adhering to the rules even when a penalty is unlikely to be called by an 
official.

Answer: A) Fair Play

Fair play is about the integrity of the game itself, not just avoiding getting caught by the referee.

10. Why is shaking hands after a match an important tradition across different cultures and sports?

Answer: B) It signals the end of hostilities and shows mutual respect for the effort given.

Handshakes serve as a universal symbol of respect, acknowledging that both sides competed honorably.
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